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This FAQ guide is for buyers from  who are planning to buy 

property in Dubai for investment, rental income, residency, or long-term wealth creation.


Most of the information below relates to strategic, regulatory, and practical questions relevant to foreign investors. These typically 

focus on legal ownership rights, investment returns, fees, and process transparency. This list will help you / investor to understand 

the best market practices and with faster decision making: 

 India, USA, Canada, UK, Europe, Australia, Asia and other countries

General Ownership Questions

Yes. Foreign nationals are legally allowed to buy, own, sell, 

rent, and inherit property in Dubai in designated 

Most residential projects available today for overseas buyers 

are freehold. Ownership is registered with the Dubai Land 

Department in the buyer’s name.

freehold 

areas.


Yes. Mortgages are available for both residents and non-

residents, subject to documentation and bank assessment.


Non-residents: up to 

Residents: up to 

Interest rates: typically  case-dependent


Approval timeline: usually 

Mortgage eligibility may apply to off-plan properties after a 

defined payment milestone is met.

~50% LTV


~60% LTV


4%–5%,

10–12 working days


Costs and Fees

Off-Plan Property (Buying Directly from a Developer)


4% of property value


 AED 3,500 to 5,000


Typical costs:


Dubai Land Department fee: 

Registration / admin fees:

No property tax


No capital gains tax


Usually no brokerage commission


All payments go into a government-regulated escrow 

account.

Ready Property (Secondary Market)


4%


2%


AED 3,000 to 5,000


no hidden taxes

Typical costs:


Dubai Land Department fee: 

Brokerage commission: 

Trustee and admin fees: 

There are  in Dubai property 

transactions.
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Investment Returns & Strategy

Dubai property can be a strong investment when the 

 are made. Returns depend on:


Location


Developer quality


Entry price


Unit type


Holding period


Dubai attracts investors due to:


Zero property tax


Zero capital gains tax


Competitive rental yields


Strong infrastructure and regulation

right decisions

Most investors are guided toward a  

which combines:


Capital appreciation


Rental income


With the right project and timing, appreciation and yield 

can work together rather than against each other.

hybrid strategy,

For off-plan investments, a realistic holding period is:


 usually until handover


Short-term flipping is not assumed in base planning.

24 to 42 months,

Typical net  (after expenses) range from:


 depending on location and property type


Luxury or larger-ticket properties may have lower yield 

but stronger long-term value.

rental yields

6% to 10%,

Capital appreciation varies by market cycle and project 

quality. Well selected projects in strong cycles have 

historically delivered  but 

this is not guaranteed and depends on timing and exit 

strategy.

mid-teen annual appreciation,
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Downside, Risks & Liquidity
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Liquidity depends on:


Location


Unit size


Entry price


Market conditions


In active locations with realistic pricing, resale transactions 

can complete within 15 days to 3 months.

Off-Plan VS Ready Property
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Ready property advantages:


Immediate rental income


Physical inspection


Lower development risk


The choice depends on whether the investor wants growth 

or income first.

 For secondary market transactions:


A token amount of  plus  is typically 

paid at deal finalisation


Full settlement is generally completed within  

for international buyers


The process follows: 

~10% 2% brokerage

10–12 days

NOC → Trustee verification → Dubai 

Land Department title transfer

Legal & Escrow Safety
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Visa & Residency

Payment & Refund Transfer
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Tax Questions

Developers & Project Selection

There are over 200 registered developers.

No. Only a 

with strong track records, financial strength, and 

regulatory compliance.

small, curated group of proven developers 

Property Managment & After Sales
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Market Context & long-Term 
Confidence
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Global Comparison & Capital 
Allocation

Strategy & Investor Thinking
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Exit, Liquidity & Portfolio 
Planning

Future Outlook & Policy Support

Advisory Approach
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Proof & Track Record

Mohit Sharma 

Pramod Kumar 

Mr. Kaliwal 

Pravin Nair 

 3-bedroom townhouse, Dubai Islands 

 Purchase: 2023 — AED 4.3 million 

 Exit: 2025 — AED 5.6 million 


 Villa, Murooj Al Furjan 

 Purchase: 2022 — AED 2.8 million 

 Exit: 2024 — AED 8.0 million 


 Semi-detached villa, Tilal Al Furjan 

 Purchase: AED 3.3 million 

 Exit: 2025 — AED 6.0 million 


 Harmony Villa 

 Purchase: 2022 — AED 3.4 million 

 Exit: 2024 — AED 9.5 million


These cases highlight the importance of entry timing, project 

selection, and execution rather than market speculation.

Common Mistakes by New 
Investors

Final Thoughts

Mayank Sabharwal 
Strategic Real Estate Advisory for Global 
Investors in the UAE
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